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This paper focuses on the grammaticalization effentcomplementizers introducing
relative and interrogative clauses in English, eminglish-based creoles such as Krio,
Sranan, and Bislama. The other languages underieaaon are Cape Verdean Creole,
Negerholland and Hebrew. This paper demonstratgsteoles may provide insights
into the processes of grammaticalization whichalan apply to languages outside the
creole group. We investigate how the grammatiatibn of verbs into complementizers
endow the latter with verbal features yielding regtingwh-extraction patterns in the
languages under consideration.
It is generally assumed that the grammaticalizatiore follows the following pattern:
content item > grammatical word > clitic > inflemtial affix (see Bruyn, to
appear).

We argue in this paper that either inherited ldxXieatures (along the lines of
Nylander, 1996) or clitic properties allow the graaticalized complementizer to be
present not only in the case of object extractionaiso subject extraction.

This paper is divided into two sections: In thstfpart, we provide an overview
of the literature discussing the development obsento grammatical markers such as
complementizers (Byrne (1987, to appear), CroR9(@), Hopper and Traugott (1993;
2003), Givon (1991), Keenan (1985), Lehmann (1988)d (1976), Nylander (1996),
and Heine and Kuteva (2003; 2005)). The secondigdivided into two sections: In the
first, we focus on the English-based creole Krimsdcomplementizer shows traces of
verbal origins (cf. Mitchell (1986); Traugott (1992 In the second section, we analyze
the clitic properties of complementizers in Bisla(iveeyerhoff, 2002), Sranan (Bruyn, to
appear), Negerholland (Muysken, 2003), Cape Ver@ranle and Hebrevki{ande
respectively) and note how the interrogative clausevhich they appear show the same
type of subject and object extraction patternsog@ethe complementizer), as was
observed in Krio. In the third part, we develogheoretical analysis in which we argue
along the lines of Nylander (1996) that for the ptementizers which inherited verbal
features via grammaticalization, those lexicaldead allow them to be proper governors
for the subject trace in the case of subject etttmac On the other hand, for the
complementizers that are endowed with clitic propsy we can argue (cf. Shlonsky,
1988) that cliticization is free to occur not omtythe phonological component of the
grammar but also in the syntax. The absence optamentizer-trace phenomena in the
creoles under consideration can be accounted fasbyming an operatarla Pesetsky
in Spec-CP which merges with the complementizedsadlow them to carry its features.
This turns the ovei€ompinto an appropriate governor for the subject tradée will
show how such properties can be argued to be pesdifiects of grammaticalization.



